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How | became involved with Airplanes.
By Art Schwarz

My love of flying started when | was just a kid, and has brought adventure to my life ever since. My
father worked for Eastern Airlines almost from its beginning. | remember him telling me stories of
Eddie Rickenbacker who was president of the company back then, and about Arthur Godfrey who
would bring his personal DC-3 in every year for maintenance at Eastern Airlines in Miami. Our family
flew on vacations many years to the Boston area. The plane | remember the best was the Lockheed
! ! Constellation. Dad had several friends who were stewards on the flights and they would aliow us in
the rear of the plane where there was a large curved couch that filled the hack end. It made me feel
quite important, as a young man. The Lockheed Electra was another favorite to fly in. I believe that
# $F % these early experiences fueled my imagination to someday become a pilot! When | was a senior in
high school, in 1967, my mother bought my first hour of flight instruction at Opa Locka airport in
&' ( Florida.

( ) 1 took about 6 hours of instruction with 2 different instructors.

1 was unable to continue due to finances, and realized that flying would have to wait until later in
my life. In 1968 | joined the Air Force Reserves and stayed in for 6 years. | started dating Karen in
1969, married the following year, and had two children Michele and Brian.

(( In 1979, | was finally in a position to continue my instruction in Clearwater, Florida. After 4 months
and 41 hours total time, | had my private license. For the first year or so | rented my instructor’s

tomahawk. | enjoyed flying the low wing airplane.

1 had a good friend that owned a Cherokee 140 and then a Cherokee 6, which we flew all over

Central Florida.

Our 1981 trip to Oshkosh in his cherokee 6 , was my Introduction to home built airplanes. 11 years
later in 1992 | finally sent for my kit plane, an RV-6A. It took 2 "z years to build. | had no idea that
God's plan with my aviation hobby would take me across the world, just 2 years later. Van's
newsletter ran an ad looking for experienced builders who would like to build planes in Nigeria.
After much prayer and consulting with a good friend, we both submitted our resumes. Weeks later,
we were on our way to Africal The agreement was for our company A.LE.P. to build 60 aircraft to be

"0
# % used as primary trainers for the Nigerian Air force. The plane was a modified version of the RV-6A.
They were equipped with 180 HP Engines w/ Constant speed props, and full IFR. When I arrived they
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